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1. Write two lines about something beautiful in nature. You can use the pictures below to give you ideas. Don't worry about counting syllables yet.
2. Write a third line that is a complete surprise, that is about something completely different from the first two lines. 
3. Look at the three lines together. Does the combination of these two seemingly unrelated parts suggest any surprising relationships? Does it give you any interesting ideas?
4. Now rewrite the poem, using the 5-syllable, 7-syllable, 5-syllable format and experimenting with the new ideas or perspectives that have occurred to you. 

What Am I? Haikus 
The most popular Haiku exercise I have found for children is a "What am I?" Haiku.  These act like a riddle. The writer uses the Haiku to describe something. 
1. Pick a creature or thing and choose some descriptive words that describe it. 
2. Write a standard 5-7-5 syllable haiku using these descriptive words as clues for what your creature/thing. 
3. [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs] The other children in the class can then attempt to guess what the poet was describing after listening to or reading the Haiku. The poem can be read aloud by the poet with their classmates guessing the answer after it is read or all the Haikus can be hung on the bulletin board giving everyone the chance to read and guess. 
