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Today, we’re going to look at the triolet (TREE-o-LAY), which has 13th-century French roots linked to the rondeau or “round” poem. The first line of the poem is used 3 times and the second line is used twice. If you do the math on this 8-line poem, you’ll realize there are only 3 other lines to write: 2 of those lines rhyme with the first line, the other rhymes with the second line.
A diagram of the triolet would look like this:
A (first line)
B (second line)
a (rhymes with the first line)
A (repeat first line)
a (rhymes with the first line)
b (rhymes with the second line)
A (repeat first line)
B (repeat the second line)

